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Jost Delbrück: My Friend
ROGER B. DWORKIN*
When Alfred (Fred) Aman became Dean of what is now the Indiana University Maurer
School of Law, one of his first and most significant actions was to begin to internationalise,
or as he would say, ‘globalise’, the school. To this end he created a new journal, sponsored
global conferences, expanded the international law curriculum, and importantly, brought
distinguished non-American scholars to the faculty. One of the first of these, one of the most
important, and the one who spent the most time with us, was Jost Delbrück.
Others are far more qualified than I to discuss Jost’s stellar contributions as a scholar,
teacher, and administrator. What I know about Jost is that he was a wonderful human being
and my dear friend.
I don’t remember which of us sought out the other first. Spending time in each other’s
offices just seemed a natural thing to do. We discussed everything: law, politics, world affairs,
and family. Family was very important to Jost. He spoke with pride, but modesty, about his
children and grandchildren, and no conversation could take place without Jost’s love for his
wonderful wife Gesa shining through. On matters of world affairs, nobody I know was better
informed or more open to candid conversation than Jost.
After we had come to know each other quite well, Jost invited me to teach a course in my
area of specialisation – the relation between law and the biomedical sciences – at Kiel. I leapt
at the chance. Not surprisingly, my Kiel experience was wonderful.
Jost met my wife and I at the airport, and drove us to Kiel. He put us up in a charming
apartment within easy walking distance of the University, and he made sure we had everything we needed.
While discussing my own experiences is hardly the point of this essay, I would be remiss if I
did not mention how wonderful my Kiel students were. They read and discussed difficult
materials in English. Most helpfully to me, they taught me that what is considered ‘liberal’ in
one western, industrialised country may be perceived very differently in another. The
German concept of dignity, which is not a part of American law, has a major impact on the
thinking of German students, and makes easy assumptions about what ‘all good people’
think, impossible.
While we were in Kiel, Jost and Gesa were wonderful hosts. They entertained us in their
home and in restaurants. They took us on sightseeing trips of the surrounding area. They
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showed us disturbing reminders of the World War II era in a way that significantly broadened
our understanding. They made us both more relaxed and much better informed than visitors
usually are.
On a small but telling point, one of my favourite memories involves a lesson Gesa taught
us. We were in a café waiting for the beer we had ordered. It took quite a long time to arrive. If
I had been at home, I would have asked the waiter what the problem was. When the beer
finally arrived, Gesa was very pleased with the lengthy wait. She explained that drawing beer
correctly so that it gets the proper head of foam takes a long time. If the beer had appeared at
American speed, a knowledgeable German would have said to the waiter: ‘That was fast’; not
as a compliment, but as a criticism. Sit back and enjoy things the way they are meant to be.
That was the lesson.
After I retired in 2007, I didn’t see Jost and Gesa anymore, and I have not been to
Germany for quite a few years. Nonetheless, the Delbrücks have often been in my thoughts.
In addition to being a world class scholar, teacher, and academic administrator, Jost Delbrück
was a warm, open, and trusted friend. He is missed, but he will always be fondly remembered.
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